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My Charge

Based on his book, Growing Cooler, the 

Evidence on Urban Development and Climate 

Change, Reid will discuss emerging trends in 

planning, development and climate change.





All About Mitigation



Climate change involves complicated 
science and generates vigorous 

debate. Many are concerned about the 
effect of climate change on our 

environment. Many are concerned about 
the effect of climate change policies on our 

economy. I share these concerns, and I 
believe they can be sensibly reconciled.



Few challenges facing America and the 
world are more urgent than combating 
climate change.  The science is beyond 
dispute.  The facts are clear.  Sea levels are 
rising. Coastlines are shrinking.  We have 
seen record draught, spreading famine, 
and storms that are growing stronger each 
passing hurricane season. Climate change 
and our dependence on foreign oil, if left 
unaddressed, will continue to weaken our 
economy and threaten our national 
security.



ñthe óhockey stickô global warming 

assertion has been discredited and 

climate alarmists' carbon dioxide-related 

global warming hypothesis is unable to 

account for the current downturn in 

global temperatureséò





Climate change will be the 
defining issue for planners in the 

21st century.



Chapter 2



What Does Urban Development 
Have to Do with Climate 

Change?



Growth of VMT



Growth of the Urban Footprint



Another Hint



Is It Too Late to Develop in a 
Different Way?



2/3 rd of Development in 2050

l U.S. population will grow to 420 million 
by 2050

l 89 million new or replaced homes

l 60 billion square feet of new offices, 
institutions, stores, and other 
nonresidential + 130 billion of replaced 
space



Is the Market Ready for Compact 
Development?



National Survey on Communities



More than Half of Americans

Å55% of Americans select the smart 

growth community and 45% select the 

sprawl community.

Å61% who think they will buy a house in 

the next three years are more likely to look 

for a home in a smart growth community 

rather than a sprawl community 39%.



Will the Market for Compact 
Development Continue to Grow?



Enough of the Big Stuff Already
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Energy Bill : CAFE & -10% Fuel GHG 
by 2025
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Source: S. Winkelman based on EIA AEO 2008 (revised), HR6 and 

sources cited in Growing Cooler .
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