
North Carolina Strategic Conservation Planning 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
1.  INTRODUCTION  
 
2.  NEED FOR STRATEGIC CONSERVATION PLANNING 
 Threats to our Natural Landscape 
 Strategic Conservation Planning Benefits 

Valuing Ecological Benefits 
Assessing Ecological Benefits  

 Essential Ecosystem Resources 
 
3. STRATEGIC APPROACH TO CONSERVATION PLANNING  

 Identifying Essential Natural Resources 
 Evaluation of Ecosystem Resources and Functions  
 Assessment Development Process 

Conservation Decision Support 
    

4.  BIODIVERSITY AND WILDLIFE HABITAT ASSESSMENT 
 Introduction 
 Methodology 
 Basis for Ranking 
 Maximum Ranking Approach 
 Data Sources and Ranking 
 
5. OPEN SPACE AND CONSERVATION LANDS ASSESSMENT 

Introduction 
Data Sources 
Planning for Expansion of State Parks System 
Other Future Open Space Needs 

 
6. WATER SERVICES ASSESSMENT 

Introduction 
Methodology 
Basis for Ranking 
Data Sources and Ranking 

 
7. FARMLAND ASSESSMENT 

Introduction 
Methodology 
Basis for Ranking 
Data Sources and Ranking 



 
8. FORESTRY LANDS ASSESSMENT 

Introduction 
Methodology 
Basis for Ranking 
Data Sources and Ranking 

 
9. MARINE AND ESTUARINE ASSESSMENT 

Methodology 
Data Sources 
Basis for Ranking 

  
10.  THREATS ASSESSMENT 

Landslide Hazards 
 Climate Change 
 Population Growth Patterns 
 Exotic Species  
   
11.  RESTORATION OPPORTUNITIES  

  
12.  COORDINATING LAND USE AND CONSERVATION EFFORTS  
 
13.  IMPLEMENTATION OF CONSERVATION PLANNING TOOL 
 
 



APPENDICES: 
 
Appendix A:  Essential Ecosystem Resource Assessments (diagram) 
 
Appendix B:  Data Sources 
  1. Biodiversity and Wildlife Habitat 
  2. Open Space and Conservation Lands 

3. Water Services 
  4. Farmland  

5. Forestry Lands 
6. Marine and Estuarine Resources 

 
Appendix C:  Relative Data Layer Ranking  
  1. Biodiversity and Wildlife Habitat 

2. Water Services 
  3. Farmland  

4. Forestry Lands (pending) 
5. Marine and Estuarine Resources (pending) 

 
Appendix D:  Landscape Habitat Indicator Guilds  
 
Appendix E:  Technical Documentation 
  1. Biodiversity and Wildlife Habitat 

2. Water Services (pending) 
  3. Farmland (pending) 

4. Forestry Lands (pending) 
5. Marine and Estuarine Resources (pending) 

 
Appendix F: References 
 
Appendix G:  Metadata (pending) 
 
 


